
A Public Faith 

We live in a day in age where people go to great lengths to make dis5nc5ons between public 
expressions of faith and private expressions of faith. Almost all Americans, even Americans who 
are not par5cularly religious, are quite suppor5ve of the idea of other people making private 
expressions of faith. The great controversies over religious faith and truth do not arise from 
what people do in private, but rather from what they do in public. 

The categories of public life versus private life are actually a very recent way to 
compartmentalize life. Historian Gordon Wood states in his book “The Radicalism of the 
American Revolu5on” that colonial America had very liFle concept of public versus private life. 
Business could not just be business. Poli5cs could not just be poli5cs. Friends wouldn’t typically 
support different poli5cal par5es. If a man’s honor were insulted in a public debate, he usually 
would not leave the debate floor and pretend that it never happened. A public feud would 
become a personal feud and would oOen end up resolved by a duel. 

The lack of boundaries and clarity between public and private is what lands Daniel into hot 
water in a way that we today find difficult to understand. But Daniel does give us clarity as to 
what it means to live by convic5on and to give our utmost allegiance to God regardless of 
personal cost. 

1 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom,  
2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made 
accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss.  
3 Now Daniel so disEnguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his 
excepEonal qualiEes that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.  
4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in 
his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no 
corrupEon in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.  
5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel 
unless it has something to do with the law of his God.”  
6 So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: “May King Darius 
live forever!  
7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the 
king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human 
being during the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ 
den.  
8 Now, Your Majesty, issue the decree and put it in wriEng so that it cannot be altered—in 
accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”  
9 So King Darius put the decree in wriEng.  
10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his 
upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three Emes a day he got down 
on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.  
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11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help.  
12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a 
decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human being except 
to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?” The king answered, “The decree 
stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”  
13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no a_enEon 
to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in wriEng. He sEll prays three Emes a day.”  
14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel 
and made every effort unEl sundown to save him.  
15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, “Remember, Your Majesty, 
that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues 
can be changed.”  
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The 
king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve conEnually, rescue you!”  
17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his 
own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situaEon might not be 
changed.  
18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eaEng and without any 
entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.  
19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den.  
20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of 
the living God, has your God, whom you serve conEnually, been able to rescue you from the 
lions?”  
21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever!  
22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, 
because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your 
Majesty.”  
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lic Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was 
liced from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.  
24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and 
thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the 
floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.  
25 Then King Darius wrote to all the naEons and peoples of every language in all the earth: 
“May you prosper greatly!  
26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God 
of Daniel. “For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, 
his dominion will never end.  
27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. 
He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”  
28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

One of the major points of our sermon on Daniel 6 concerns the public percep5on of Daniel. 
Daniel was known throughout the land for his excep5onal quali5es. One of those quali5es is 
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obviously his integrity. Everybody knew where Daniel’s faith lay. They also knew that an edict 
from an earthly king would not be enough change Daniel’s faith. Because of circumstances 
outside of Daniel’s control, Daniels great personal strengths became the very things that land 
him in the den of lions. 

The hero of the story, of course, is not Daniel. It is God who proves himself worthy of faith. It is 
God who shuts the mouths of the lions. It is God who could have chosen any other way he 
wished to save Daniel and vindicate his faith. Daniel shows us God is both just and loving toward 
his people. He puts himself on display so that he is praised even by pagan rulers, like Darius. 

Discussion QuesEons 

• Do you think that Daniel was trying to be cast into the lions’ den? 
• How do you know that Daniel was not using privacy as a cover to protect himself? 
• Could Daniel have both saved himself and remained faithful to God? 
• Is it truly possible to be private about faith in God? 
• Why are Americans so conflicted about the private vs. public aspects of faith? 
• Where can a ChrisEan receive the sort of confident boldness that Daniel exhibited? 
• Would Darius have believed in the power of God if Daniel had not remained confident 

in his own faith? 
• Why do you think it is more glorious that God saved Daniel instead of Daniel saving 

himself?


