
What is salva*on? 
1 Peter 1:3-5 

1 Peter 1:3-5 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrec*on of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,  
4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,  
5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salva*on ready to be revealed in 
the last *me. 

Peter begins the body of his le1er by ecsta4cally praising God. “Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

He then takes the remainder of three verses to tell us why God is deserving of praise. 

1) Because of his great mercy 
2) Because he has caused us to be born again 
3) Because we have a living hope 
4) Because Jesus has been resurrected 
5) Because we have an imperishable, undefiled, and unfading inheritance kept in heaven 
6) Because we are being guarded through faith 
7) Because our salva4on will be revealed 

Jason’s sermon demonstrates how each of these reasons for praising God leads to the next 
reason. God in his wisdom gave us his mercy, which leads to our complete and total salva4on. 
We will spend the rest of eternity not merely giving glory to God for his mercy, but con4nually 
comprehending more of the wonder of our salva4on than we can possibly even know at this 
moment. 

The idea of the progressive nature of salva4on may seem new to some Chris4ans. ATer all, the 
world is divided into only two camps: those who are saved and those who are. But we can also 
speak of those who are saved as those are being saved as well as those who have been saved. 
This is because salva4on has a past, present, and future element. Our salva4on is con4nually 
unfolding right before our very eyes. 

For our purposes, as we grow in our knowledge of God’s salva4on and see its ever-widening 
impact on our lives and our futures, we should con4nually be brought back to one simple truth. 
Salva4on is completely God’s work and he gives it to us only by his grace and mercy. The 
theological term for this is monergism, which means that God, through the Holy Spirit, is the 
only one who cause men and women to be born again to new life. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/1-peter/1-3.html
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Read how Venture Church defines salva4on and its parts in our core beliefs: 

I. Salva*on- Salva4on is God’s idea. He takes full responsibility for ini4a4ng salva4on 
and carrying it to its eternal comple4on. All three persons of the Trinity are ac4vely 
involved in salva4on. There are four necessary parts of salva4on that are true of 
every believing child of God. John 15:13-16, Romans 5:8, John 6:44, Ephesians 2:1-5 

A. Regenera*on 
 All people are born dead in their sins and unable to reach out to God for salva4on. 
Salva4on begins when God supernaturally awakens a dead spirit so that person can hear the 
Gospel, respond with belief in the Gospel, repent from his sins, and embrace Jesus as Lord. John 
3, Colossians 2:13 Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:3, 1 Peter 1:23, 1 John 5:1 

B. Jus*fica*on 
 No person is saved by anything he does on his own merit. Salva4on is by grace alone 
through faith alone. The saved are declared jus4fied before God at His judgment seat because 
of the sinless life of Jesus, his death as a subs4tute for our punishment on the cross, and his 
resurrec4on to secure the finality of victory over sin. Genesis 15:6, Romans 3-5, GalaDans 2:16, 
Ephesians 1:3-10, 1 John 2:2  

C. Sanc*fica*on 
 Because Jesus has already accomplished victory over sin, every person who belongs to 
Jesus is guaranteed to be able to ba1le sin in his own life. Through the Holy Spirit’s work in our 
ongoing ba1le against sin, every Chris4an is being  made more like Jesus in our desires, 
thoughts, and ac4ons. Romans 6:1-8:16, GalaDans 2:20, Colossians 3:1-10, 1 John 3:9 

D. Glorifica*on 
 The culmina4on of our salva4on and sanc4fica4on will occur with the return of Jesus to 
earth. He will rule the earth in full glory and the Church (all of those who are saved) will rule 
alongside him as his specially chosen bride. Romans 8:17-25, Ephesians 1:11-14, Philippians 1:6, 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Discussion Ques*ons 

• What is Peter’s posture toward God in light of his salva*on? 
• Where is Peter giving all of the credit for his salva*on? 
• Does Peter give the impression that he is someone who is con*nually learning new 

things about his own salva*on? 
• How are you blown away by the mercy of God? 
• What aspect of salva*on from this passage had you previously given liTle thought 

toward? 
• Do you find it difficult or easy to explain the concept of being “born again?” (v.3) 
• How do the many pieces of salva*on work together for you? 
• Are people tempted to some*mes take credit for some por*on of salva*on? 
• How can you communicate salva*on in a way that makes it aTrac*ve to others? 


