Grace Didn't Die
Galatians 4:21-31
Faith versus Religion

Introduction:

27 Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran;
and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land
of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 And Abram and Nahor took wives. The
name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter
of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no

child. 31 Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai
his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife, and they went forth together from Ur of
the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they
settled there. 32 The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran.
(Genesis 11:27-32)

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."4 So Abram went, as the
LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when
he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son,
and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had
acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to
the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the
oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the LORD
appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built
there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the
hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai
on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the
LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. (Genesis 12:1-9)

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." 2 But Abram said, "O Lord
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "Behold, you have given me no offspring,
and a member of my household will be my heir." 4 And behold, the word of the LORD
came to him: "This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your

heir." 5 And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring
be." 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. (Genesis
15:1-6)



1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian
servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, "Behold now, the LORD
has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall
obtain children by her." And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.

3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took
Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And
he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had

conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram
"May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when
she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the LORD
judge between you and me!"

6 But Abram said to Sarai, "Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you
please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her. 7 The angel of the
LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way

to Shur. 8 And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and
where are you going?"” She said, "I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai." 9 The angel of
the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress and submit to her." 10 The angel of
the LORD also said to her, "I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be
numbered for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the LORD said to her, "Behold, you are
pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has
listened to your affliction. 12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against
everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he shall dwell over against all his
kinsmen." 13 So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, "You are a God of
seeing," for she said, "Truly here I have seen him who looks after me." 14 Therefore
the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 15 And Hagar
bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore,

Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.
(Genesis 16:1-16)

15 And God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; Kings of peoples shall come
from her." 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, "Shall a
child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years
old, bear a child?" 18 And Abraham said to God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before
you!"19 God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his
name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his
offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him
and will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes,
and I will make him into a great nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with




Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year." 22 When he had finished
talking with him, God went up from Abraham. (Genesis 17:15-22)

1 The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had
promised. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time
of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born
to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. ... 8 And the child grew and was weaned. And
Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the
son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, laughing. 10 So she said
to Abraham, "Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman
shall not be heir with my son Isaac." 11 And the thing was very displeasing to
Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, "Be not displeased
because of the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do
as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your offspring be named. 13 And I will make a
nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is your offspring.” 14 So
Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. (Genesis
21:1-3, 8-14)
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"God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son," (Genesis 22:8)

21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it
is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free
woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of
the free woman was born through promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted
allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing
children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her

children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is
written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you
who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than those of
the one who has a husband." 28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of
promise. 29 But just as at that time he who was born according to the

flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But
what does the Scripture say? "Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of
the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman." 31 So, brothers,
we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.



Proposition: Galatians 4:21-31 uses the story of Sarah and Hagar to illustrate 3
reasons why we should never allow religious thinking or practices into our
relationship with God.

The 1st way the story of Sarah and Hagar illustrates why we should never mix
religious thinking or practices into our relationship with God is that,

(1) Like Hagar and Ishmael, The Mosaic Law (Judaism) is the product of man’s
failed efforts, whereas the New Covenant in Christ is completely the product of
God’s promise! (4:21-23)

A.

21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the
law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman
and one by a free woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born according to
the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise.

19 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the
offspring should come to whom the promise had been made. (Galatians
3:19)

The 2nd way the story of Sarah and Hagar illustrates why we should never mix
religious thinking or practices into our relationship with God is that,

(2) Asthe promise placed Sarah’s son Isaac in a superior blessing to that of Hagar’s
son Ishmael, so the New Covenant places us in a superior blessing than the
Mosaic Law (Judaism). (4:24-27)

A.

24 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are

two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is
Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the
present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the
Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written,
“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you
who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than
those of the one who has a husband."”

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. (Hebrews 12:22-24)

1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things



that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:1-3)

The 3rd way the story of Sarah and Hagar illustrates why we should never mix
religious thinking or practices into our relationship with God is that,

(3) AsIshmael mocked Isaac, religion will always mock the New Covenant,
including the religious thinking and practices in our own life! (4:28-31)

A. 28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at
that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was
born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what does the
Scripture say? "Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the
slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman." 31 So,
brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.

Challenge: What do your actions and motives say about your faith? Is it based on
God’s Word and works, or yours?



