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Greatness:	The	Life	of	Israel’s	Greatest	King	and	How	Yours	Can	Be	Better	
2	Samuel	8	

The	Grind	of	Being	King	
	
Faith	is	not	the	passive	reception	of	God's	gifts	in	Christ	but	active,	obedient	
_______________________________	in	them.			
	
2	Samuel	8	summarizes	the	two	main	aspects	of	the	daily	grind	of	David’s	participation	in	
the	promises	of	God	as	King	over	Israel.	
	
(1) David	led	Israel	to	_____________________	its	enemies	and	establish	its	dominance	

over	the	territory	God	had	promised	them.	(8:1-14)	
	
(2) David	organized	and	led	a	government	that	___________________	Israel	obeyed	the	

Law	God	gave	them.	(8:15-18)	
	
2	Peter	2:1-9	clarifies	two	truths	about	the	day-to-day	grind	of	experiencing	the	life	of	
Christ.	
	
(1) The	gifts	we	have	in	Christ	give	us	the	___________________	to	abound	in	the	divine	

nature	of	God	now.	(2	Peter	1:3-4)	
	
(2) The	powerful	experience	of	the	divine	nature	is	not	achieved	through	religious	

works	or	traditions	but	through	the	day-to-day	grind	of	laboring	with	the	Holy	
Spirit	to	transform	the	________________________	of	our	character	and	actions.	(2	
Peter	1:5-9)	

	
Challenge:		Am	I	consistently	doing	the	little	things	in	life	that	add	up	to	the	experience	of	
the	big	thing	of	_______________	life?				
	
Am	I	going	to	church	to	try	and	earn	the	right	to	access	His	life	or	to	get	_________________	and	
wisdom	for	the	grind	of	living	in	His	life?			
	
Am	I	living	in	community	with	other	believers	as	if	that	is	of	itself	life	in	Christ	or	to	help	
myself	and	others	personally	___________________	in	the	life	of	Christ?	
	
Am	I	reading	the	Bible	to	be	informed	or	________________________?	
	
Is	my	prayer	life	an	effort	to	transform	the	will	of	God	into	mine	or	an	engagement	with	the	
Holy	Spirit’s	work	to	transform	my	character	and	actions	into	_____________________?	


